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A Beautiful Journey

Betty Joyce Willis was born on January 3, 1951 in Monroe, Louisiana to her proud parents Aubrey

Dunn, Sr. and Doris (Dunn) Ward. She was the eldest daughter of their three children.

As a young girl in Monroe, Louisiana, Betty attended Swayze Elementary School with her oldest
brother and youngest sister. Her mother later remarried and in this union three children were

born. In 1965, Betty and her family moved to Houston, Texas where she attended middle and
high school. In 1969, she graduated from Jack Yates High School. In 1970, Betty married Johnny

Willis and in this union one child was born (Cassandra). In 1979, she welcomed the arrival of a son
(Reginald).

Being a nurse was always a goal for Betty. She became a student in the nursing program at St.

Luke’s Hospital in Houston and later graduated with her certification as a Licensed Vocational
Nurse. During her career, she was employed at various medical facilities in the Houston area and
provided superior care for so many patients. Along the way she made it a priority to build great

relationships. Betty was loved for her kindness, free spirit, and unconditional love. After 45 years
of working in the medical industry she retired from MD Anderson Cancer Center.

Betty studied God's word throughout her life and became a faithful member of Outreach
Missionary Baptist Church. She later became a member at Greater St. Matthews Baptist Church
and occasionally attended House of Love Ministries. Betty also had a very active social life and a

sisterhood of friends, which included Mary Dever, Faustine Martin, Corliss Lockhart, Roslyn
Smith, and her lifelong friend/sister Bennie Dunn-Lovings. She enjoyed traveling, shopping, and

was an avid reader.

On March 21, 2021, Betty transitioned from earthside to glory where she was completely healed.
She is preceded in death by her parents Aubrey Dunn, Sr. and Doris Ward. She leaves to cherish
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her loving memory; her children: Cassandra Willis and Reginald Matthews (Lakeisha Matthews);
Sisters: Bennie Dunn-Lovings, Denise Ward, and Janice Ward; Brothers: Aubrey Dunn, Jr., Steve

Ward, and Brandon Dunn; Aunt: Beverly Edwards-Slack; Grandchildren: Jeremy Gaines,
Malcolm Johnson, Jr., Kenya Morris, and Brittany Willis; Great Grandchildren: Bri'elle and

Bradley Jones; Niece: Gwendolyn Dunn; Nephews: Joseph Lewis, Steven Ward, Christopher Scott,
Nicholas Townsend, and Kameron Thomas and a host of cousins and friends.
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Tribute Wall Betty Joyce Willis

KH Kim H posted:

Condolences to the Willis family. I worked with Ms. Betty at MDA. Wow, I wish we would have kept in

touch, as she and my mom were buds at work too. Ms. Betty was an excellent leader and educator.

She was always teaching me something and worked as if stress didn't exist. She did not let the

things bother her that she had no control of. She definitely was the "mom" if the group and loved her

family. She made sure of that.

April 26 at 7:00 PM

JH Jada Hedgemon posted:

This is still so hard to believe.One thing I know God doesn’t make mistakes.Betty was a loving caring

person.I had the pleasure of knowing her for year's.She treated me like family.Her smile was

everything.The last time I saw her all I can remember is her smiling face.Rest In Peace Betty❤️

March 27 at 7:00 PM

PA Patricia posted:

I remember Betty being a Strong nurse with a beautiful cheerful smile always going beyond to help

others. She will always be with us!

March 24 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Betty by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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